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PDP LLL LOD A LP 


1 Jonn, Cuap. iv. VERSE I. 


Beloved, believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether they 


are of God: Becaufe many falfe Prophets are gone out into the 
t World. ‘ 


[Continued from page 84. } 


. lf the Spirit that is at work among a people eperates as 

|. 4 Spirit of love to God and man, ’tis a fure fign that 

is the Spirit of God. This fign the Apoftle infifts upon 
rom the 6th verfe to the end of the chapter: Beloved, let. us 
pve one another ; for love is of Gad, and every one that loveth is 
orn of God, and knoweth God: He that loveth not, knoweth not 
od, for Ged is love, &%c. Here ’tis evident, that the Apoftle 
s ftill comparing thofe two forts of perfons that are influenced 
y the oppofite kinds of S pirits ; and meptions Jove, as a mark 
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by which we may know who has the true Spirit: But this ig 
efpecially evident bv the 12th and 13:h verfes. Jf we love one 
anotoer, God dwelleth in us, and bis love is perfected in ws: 
Frereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, becaufe he 
hath given us of bis Spirit. In thefe verfes love is fpoken of, 
as if .¢ were that wherein the very name of the Holy Spirit 
confifted; or as if divine love dwelling in us, and the Spirit 
of God dwelling in us, were the fame thing ; as it is alfo in 
the two laft verfes of the foregoing chapter ; as alfo in the 16th 
verfe of this chapter. “Therefore this laft mark which the 
Apoftle gives of the true Spirit, he feems to fpeak of as the 
moit eminent; and fo infifts much more largely upon it, than 
upon all the reft; and fpeaks exprefsly of both love to Gad 
and men; of love te men, in the 7th, 11th and 12th verfes; 
and of love to God, in the 17th, 18th, and roth verfes ; and of 
both together, in the two laft veries; and of leve to men, as 
arifing from love to God, in thefe two laft verfes. 

Therefore, when the Spirit that is at work amongft a peo- 
ple, tends this way, and brings many of them to high and ex- 
alting thoughts of the divine Being, and his glorious perfec- 
tions; and works in t1em an admiring, delightful fenfe of the | 
excellency of Jefus Chrift; reprefenting him as the chief 
among ten thoufands, altogether lovely, and makes him pre- 
cious to the foul; winning and drawing the heart with taofe 
motives and incitements to love, which the Apoftle fpeaks of 
in that paflage of fcripture we are upon, viz. the wonderful, 
free Jove of God, in giving his only begotten Son to die for 
us ; and the wonderful dying love of Chrift to us, who had 
no love to him, but were his enemies; as ver. 9, 10. dn this 
was manifested the love of God towards us, becaufe that Ged | 
font b's only begotten Son into the world, that we might live} 
through him. Herein is love; not that we loved God, but that 
he lived us, and fent his Son to be the propitiation for our fins. 
And ver. 16. And we have known, and believed the love thaty 
God hath tous. And ver. 19. We love him, becaufe be first 
loved us. The Spirit excites to love on thefe motives ; and 
makes the attributes of God, as revealed.in the Gofpel and 
manifefted in Chrift, delightful objeéts of contemplation ; and 
roakes the foul to long A God and Chrift, after their pre- 

ence and communion, and acquaintance with them, and con- 
fermity to them ; and to live fo as to pleafe and honor them: 
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And alfo quells contentions among men; and gives a Spirit 
Gf peace and good-will, excites to aéts of outward kindnefs, 
and earneft defires of the falvation of others fouls ; and caufes 
a delight in thofe that appear as the children of God, and fol- 
lowers of Chrift: I fay, when a Spirit operates after this 
manner, among a people, there is the higheft kind of evidence 
of the influence of a true and divine Spirit. 

Indeed there is a counterfeit of love, that often appears 
amongft thofe that are led by a Spirit of delufion: There is 
tommorly, in the wildeft enthufiafts, a kind of union and 
uffetion that appears in them one towards another, arifing 
rom felf-love, occafioned by their agreeing one with another 
n thofe things wherein they greatly differ from all others, and 
or which they are the objects of the ridicule of all the reft of 
mankind; which naturally will caufe them fo much the more to 
prize the efteem they obferve in each other, of thofe peculiarities 
hat make them the objects of others contempt : So the ancient 

nosticks and the wild Fanaticks, that appeared in the begin-. 

ing of the Reformation, boafted of their great love one to 
nother: One fect of them in particuiar, calling themfelves 
he Family of Love. But this is quite another thing than that 

hriftian love that I have juft defcribed ; ’tis only the work- 
Ing of a natural felf-love, and no true benevolence, any more 
lan the union and friendfhip which may be among a company 
Ff pirates that are at war with all the reft of the world. 
Where is fufficient faid in this paflage of St. John, that we are 
Ipon, of the nature and motive of a truly Chriftian love, tho- 
oughly to diftinguif it from all fuch counterfeits. It is 


gove that arifes from an apprehenfion of the wonderful riches 


f free grace, and fovereignty of God’s love to us, in Chrift 


gcfus ; being attended with a fenfe of our own utter unworthi- 
mefs,as in ourfelves the enemies and haters of God and Chrift, 


and with a renuneiation of all our own excellency and righte- 
bufnefs. See Ver. g, 10, 11, and 19. The fureft charaétct of 
rue divine fupernatural love, diftinguifhing it from counter- 
eits that do arife from a natural felf-love, is that that Chrif- 
ian virtue fhines in it, that does above all others renounce 
ind abafe, and annihilate felf, wiz. humility. Chriftian love, 
r true charity, is an Rumble love: 4 Cor. xiii. 4, 5. Charity 
baunteth net itfelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave itfelf urs 
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feemly, feeketh not her own, is not eafily provoked. When theres 
fore we fee love in perfons, attended with a fenfe of theirown 
littlenefs, vilenefs, weaknefs, and utter infufficiency ; and fo 
with telf-diffidence, felf-emptinefs, felf-renunciation, and po- 
verty of Spirit, there are the manifeft tokens of the Spirit of 
God: He that thus dwells in love, dwells in God, and God 
in him. ‘The love the Apoftle fpeaks of, as a great evidence 
of the true Spirit, is God's love, or Christ’s love ; as ver. 12.— 
fis love is perfected in us. What kind of love that is, we 
may fee beit in what appeared in Chrift, in the example he 
fet up, when he was here upon earth. The love that appeared 
in that Lamb of God, was not only a love to friends, but to 
enemies, and a love attended with a meck and humble Spirit, 
Learn of me, fays he, for L am meek and iowly in heart. 

Love aid humility are two things the moft contrary to the 
Spirit of the Devil, of any thing in the world; for the charac- 
ter of that evil Spirit, above all things, confifts in pride and 

alice. 

Thus I have fpoken particularly to the feveral marks the 
Apoftle gives us of a work of the true Spirit. There are 
fome of thefe things the Devil would not do fhe could: Thus, 
he would not awaken the confcience, and make men fenfible of 
their miferable ftate by nature, by reafon of fin, and fenfible 
of their great need of a Saviour: And he would not confirm | 
men ina belief, that Jefus is the Son of God, and the Saviour | 
of finners; or raife men’s value and efteem of him: He | 
would not beget in men’s minds an opinion of the neceility, © 
ufefulnefs and truth of the Holy Scriptures, or incline them 7 


to hearken to them, or make much ufe of them; nor would 77% 


he go about to fhew men the truth, in things that concern 
their fouls intereft ; to undeceive them, and lead them out of | 
darknefs into light, and give them a view of things as they are | 
indeed. And there are other things that the Devil neither 
can nor will do: He will not give men a Spirit of divine 
Jove, or Chriftian humility and poverty of Spirit; nor could 
he if he would: He can’t give thofe things which he has not § 
himfelf; ‘Thefe things are as contrary as poffible to his na- 
ture. And therefore, when there is an extraordinary influence 
or operation appearing upon the minds of a people, if thefe 
things are found in it, we are fafe in determining, that “ts 
the work of God, whatever other circumftances it may be at- 
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tended with, whatever inftruments are employed, whatever 
methods are taken to promote it ; whatever means a fovereign 
God, whofe judgments are a great deep, makes ufe of to carry 
it on; and whatever motions there may be of the animal Spi- 
rits, whatever effects may be wrought on men’s bodies. ‘Thefe 
marks, that the Apoftle has given us, are fufficient to ftand 
alone, and fupport themfclves; and wherever they be, they 
plainly fhew the finger of God, and are fufficient to outweigh 
a thoufand fuch little obje€tions, as many make from oddities, 
irregularitles, and errors in conduct, and the delufions and 
{candals of fome profeffors. 
Objet. But here fome may objeét againft the fufficiency of 
the marks given,what the Apoftle Paul fays, in the 2d Cor. xi. 
13,14. For fuch are falfe Apostles, deceitful workers, trans - 
forming themfelves inty the Apostles of Christ; and no marvel, 
fer Satan himfelf is transformed into an Angel of Light. 

| Towhich I anfwer, That this can be no objection againft 
the fufficiency of thefe marks, to diftinguifh the true Spirit 

from the falfe Spirit, in thofe falfe Apostles and falfe Prophets, 
: which the Apoftle fpeaks of, in whom the Devil was trans- 
| formed into an Angel of Light, becaufe it is principally with a 
_ view to them that the Apoftle gives thefe marks ; as appears 
| by the words of the text, Believe nat every Spirit, but try the 
Spirits, whether they be of God: And this is the reafon he gives, 
| Becaufe many falfe Prophets are gone out into the world: * Vhere 
‘ are many gone into the world that are the Minifters of the 
| © Devil, that transform themfelves into the Prophets of God, 
‘in whom the Spirit of the Devil is transformed into an An- 
‘gel of Light; therefore try the Spirtts by thefe rules that I 
vem ‘ thall give you, that you may be able to diftinguifh the true 
“99H ‘Spirit from the falfe Spirit, under fuch a crafty difguife.’ 
We Thole falfe Prophets the Apoftle John {peaks of, are doubtlefs 
[iy the fame fort of men with thofe falfe Apostles, and deceitful 
Dy workers, that the Apoftle Paul fpeaks of, in that place in the 
ng 2d of Corinthians, in whom the Devil was transformed into an 
Angel of Light: And therefore we may be fure, that thefe 
marks the Apoftle gives, are efpecially adapted to diftinguifh 
between the true Spirit, and the Devil transformed into an 
Angel of Light, becaufe they are given efpeciaily fir that end ; 
that is the Apoftle’s declared purpofe and Celign, to give 


K 3 





» ~~ -_ av “Tr, ay 
> i eaeameaam . 


cer es RB = = te er lUlw]wUCUE 


. ws ocd ‘ 















































114 The Marks of a Work 


marks, by which the true Spirit may be diftinguifhed from 
that fort of counterfeits. 

And if we look over what is faid about thefe fal/e Prophets, 
and falfe Apostles, (as there is much faid about them in the 
New Teftament) and take notice in what manner the Devil 
was transformed into an Angel of Light in them, we fhall not 
find any thing that in the leaft injures the fufficiency of thefe 
marks to diftinguifh the true Spirit from fuch counterfeits. 
The Devil transformed himfelf into an Angel of Light, as 
there was in them a fhew, and great boafts of extraordinary 
knowledge in divine things. Col. ii. 8. 1 Tim. 1. 6, 7. and 
chap. vi. 3,4, 5. 2 Tim. ii. 14, 16, 17,18. Tit. i. 10, 16, 
Hence their followers called themfelves Gnofticks, from their 
great pretended knowledge: Andthe Devil, in them, mimick- 
ed the miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit, in Vifions, revela- 
Jations, prophecies, miracles, and the immediate conduét of 
the Spirit in what they did: Hence they are called fal/e Apos- 
tles, and falfe Prophets: See Matth. xxiv. 24. Again, there 
was a falfe fhew of, and lying pretences to great holinefs and 
devotion in words, Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Eph. iv. 14. Hence 
they are called deceitful workers, and wells, and clouds without 
water, 2 Cor. xi. 13. 2, Pet. ii. 17. Jude 12. ‘There was 
alfo in them a fhew of extraordinary piety and righteoufnefs, 
in their fuperftitious worfhip, Col. ii. 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 23. 
So they had a falfe, proud, and bitter zeal, Gal. iv. 17, 18. 
1. Tim. i. 6. and chap. vi. 4,5. And likewife a falle /hew of 
humility, in affeéting an extraordinary outward meannefs and 
dejection, when indeed they were vainly puffed up with their 
fie/bly mind, and made a righteoufnefs of their humility, and 
were exceedingly lifted up with their eminent picty, Col. ii. 
18, 23. But how do fuch things as thefe, in the leaft injure 
thofe things that have been mentioned as the diftinguifhing 
evidences of the true Spirit ? 

Befides fuch vain fhews, which may be from the Devil, 
there are common influences of the Spirit, which are often 
miftaken for faving grace: But thefe are out of the queftion, 
becaufe, though they are not faving, yet are the work of the 
true Spirit. 

Having thus fulfilled what I at firft propofed, in eonfidering 
what are the certain, diftinguifhing marks, by which we may 
{afely proceed in judging of any work that falls under our ob- 
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W fervation, whether it be the work of the Spirit of God or no; 


I now proceed to the 


APPLICATION, 

1. From what has been faid, I will venture to draw this ine 
ference, viz. That that extraordinary infiuence that bas lately 
appeared on the minds of the people abroad in this land, caufing 
in them an uncommon concern and engagedne/s of mind about the 
things of religion, is undoubtedly, in the general, from the Spirit 
ef God. Thereare but two things that need to be known, in 
orde: to fuch a work’s being judged of, viz. fads and rules. 
The rules of the word of God we have had Jaiu before us; and 
| as to faéts, there are but two ways that we can come at them, 
) fo as to be in a capacity to compare them with the rules, ei- 
ther by our own obiervation, or by information from others 
_ that have had opportunity to obferve. 

As to this work that has lately been carried on in the land, 
| there are many things concerning it that are notorious, and 
_ known by every body, (unlefs it be fome that have heen very 
much out of the way of obferving and hearing indeed ) that un- 
lefs the Apoftle John was out in his rules, are fufficient to 
determine it to be, in general, the work of God. ’Tis no- 
 torious, that the Spirit that is at work, takes off perfons minds 
from the vanities of the world, and engages them in a deep 
concern about a future and eternal happinefs in another world, 
and puts them upon earneftly feeking their falvation, and con- 
vinces them of the dreadfulnefs of fin, and of their own guilty 
and miferable ftate asthey are by nature. Itis notorious, that 
it awakens men’s confciences, and makes them fenfible of the 
dreadfulnefs of God’s anger, and caufes in them a great defire, 
| and earneft care and endeavor to obtain his favour. It is no- 
 torious, that it puts them upon a more diligent improvement 
ofthe means of grace which God has appointed. It is alfo 
notorious, that, in general, it works in perfons a greater re 
gard to the Word of God, and defire of hearing and reading 
of it, and tobe more converfant with the Holy Scriptures than 
they ufed tobe. And it is notorioufly manifeft, that the Spi- 
rit that is at werk, in general, operates as a Spirit of truth, 
making perfons more fenfible of what is really true, in thofe 
things that concern their eternal falvation: As that they mu 
die, and that life is very fhort and uncertain; that there is a 
great, fin-hating God, that they are accountable to, and will 
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fix them in an eternal ftate in another word, and that they 
{tand in great need of a Saviour. It is farthermbtenutotione, 
that the S piri it taat is at work, makes perfons more fenfible of 
the value of that Jefus that was crucified, and their need of 
him ; and that it puts them upon earneftly feeking an intereft 
inhim. It can’t be, but that thefe things fhould be apparent 
to people in general through the Jand: For thefe things ben’t 
done in acorner; the work that has been wrought has not 
deen confined to a few towns, in fome remoter parts of the 
Jand, but has been carried on in many places in all parts of the 
land, and in moft of the principal, and moft populous, and 
public places in it, (Chrift, in this refpeét, has wrought 
amongft us, in the fame manner that he wrought his miracles 
an Judea) and has now been continued for a confiderable 
time; fo that there has (been a great deal of opportunity to 


obferve the manner of the work. And all fuch as have been 
much in the way of obferving the work, and have been very 
converfant with thofe that have been the fubjedis of it, do fee 
a great deal more that, by the rules of the Apoftle, does clearly 
and — ily fhew it to be the work of God. 

An? here I would obferve, That the nature and tendency 


of a Sei it that is at work, may be determined with much 
greater certainty, and lefs danger of being, impofed upon,when 
it is obferved in a great multitude of people of all forts, and 
in various different places, than when it is only feen in a few, 
in fome particular place, that have been much converfant one 
with another, A few particular perfons may agree to put a 
cheat upon others, by a falfe pretence, and profefling things 
that they never were confcious to in their own minds: But 
when the work is fpread over great part of a country, in 
places diftant one from another, among people of all forts, and 
all ages, and in multitudes of perfons, of found mind, good 
underftanding, and known integrity; there would be the 
greateft abfurdity in fuppofing that, by all the obfervation 
that can be made, by all that is heard from them and feen in 
them, for many months together, by thofe that are moft inti- 
mate with them in thefe affairs, a nd have long been acquainted 
with them, that yet it can’t be determined,what kind of influ- 
ence the operation they are under, has upon people’s minds, 
whether it tends to awaken their confciences, or to ftupify 
them; whether it tends to incline them more to feek theis 
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falvation, or neglect it; whether it feems to confirm themina 
belief of the Scriptures, or to lead them to Deifm ; whether 
it makes them have more regard to the great truths of relt- 
gion, or lefs; and fo in other things. ‘There is probably no 
particular perfon here prefent, that thinks himfelf to have a 
right to be treated as one of a found mind, and common fenfe, 
and veracity, but would think himfelf abufed, if he fhould de- 
clare to others, that he had altered his mind in‘thefe and thofe 
particulars; he now found himfelf convinced of the truth of 
this or that, that formerly he did not believe; and that he found 
in himfelf fuch and fuch fears, that be don’t ule to have ; or 
found a greater averfion than he was wont to have, ora great- 
er efteem and affection to fuch and fuch things ; and thofe 
that he made fuch a profeffion to would not believe him, tho’ 
they had long been converfant with him, and tho’ he perfifted 
in this profeffion for many months together, and nothing ap- 
peared in him but what agreed thereto. But much more un- 
reafonable it would be, when fuch profeffions are made, not by 
2 particular perfon only, but by a great part of a people ina 
land, to fuppofe that they all agree in profefling what indeed 
they do not feel in their fouls. 

And here it is to be obferved, That for perfons to profefs, 
that they are convinced of thefe or thofe divine truths ; or that 
they efteem and love fuch divine things, in a faving manner ; 
and for them to profefs, that they are more convinced or con- 
firmed in the truth of them, than they ufed to be, and find that 
they have a greater regard to them than before they had, are 
twa very different things. Perfons of honefty and common 
fenfe have much greater right to demand credit to be given to 
the latter profeffion, than to the former; (tho’ in the former 
itis vaftly lefs likely that a people fhould be deceived, than 
fome particular perfons.) But whether perfons convictions, 
and the alteration in their difpofitions and affedtions, be in a 
degree and manner that is faving, is befide the prefent quef- 
tion. If there be fuch effeéts on people’s judgments, difpofi- 
tions and affeétions, as have been fpoken of, whether they be 
in a degree and manner that is faving or no, it is neverthelefs 
a fign of the-influence of the Spirit of God. Scripture rules 
ferve to diftingufh the common influences of the Spirit of 


God, as well as thofe that are faving, from the influence of 
other caufes, 
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And as I am one, that, by the providence of God, have, for 
fome months paft, been much amongft thofe that have been 
the fubjects of that work, that has of late been carried on in 
the land; and particularly, have been abundantly in the way 
of feeing and obferving thofe extraordinary things that many 
perfons have beea much ftumbled at; fuch as perfons crying 
out aloud, fhrieking, being put into great agonies of body, and 

eprived of their bodily ftrength, and the like; and that in 
meny different towns ; and have been very particularly con- 
veriant with great numbers of fuch, both in the time of their 
being the fubjeéts of fuch extraordinary iufluences, and after- 
wards, from time to time, and have feen the manner and flue 
of fuch operations, and the fruits of them, for feveral months 
together ; many of them being perfons that [ have long known, 
and have been intimately acquainted with them !n foul con- 
cerns, before and lince; So I look upon myfelf called on this 
occafion to give my teftimony, that fo fac as the nature and 
' tendency of fuch a work is capable of falling under the obfer- 
vation of a by-f{tander, to whom thofe that have been the fub- 
jects of it have endeavoured to open their hearts, or can be 
come at by diligent and particular enquiry, this work has all 
thofe marks that have been fpoken of ; in very many inftances, 
in every article, and particularly in many of thofe that have 
been the fubjects of fuch extraordinary operations, ali thofe 
marks have appeared in a very great degree. 

Thofe in whom have been thefe uncommon appearances, 
have been of two forts ; either thofe that have been in great 
diftrefs, in an apprehenfion of their fin and mifery ; or thofe 
that have been overcome with a {weet fenfe of the greainefs, 
wonderfulnefs and excellency of divine things. Of the multi- 
tude of thofe of the former fort, that I have had opportunity to 
obferve, and have been acquainted with, there have been very 
few, but that byall that could be obferved in them, inthe time of 
it, or afterwards, their diftrefs has arifen from real, proper 
conviction, and a being in a degree fenfible of that which was 
the truth. And tho’ I don’t fuppofe, when fuch things were 
obferved to be common, that perfons have laid themfelves un- 
der thofe violent reftraints, to avoid outward manifeftations 
of their diftrefs, that perhaps they otherwife would have done ; 
yet there have been very few in whom there has been any ap- 
pearance of feigning or affeCting fuch manifeftations, and 
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very many for whom it would have been undoubtedly utterly 
impoffible for them to avoid them. Generally thefe that have 
been in thefe agonies, have appeared to be in the perfect exercife 
of their reafon;and thofe of them thathave been able tofpeak, have 
been well able to give an account of the circumftances of their 
minds, and the caufe of their diftrefs, in the time of it, and wellable 
to remember, and give an account afterwards. Ihave known a 
very few inftances of thofe, that in their great extremity, have 
for a fort fpace been deprived, in fome mealure, of the ufe 
of reafon; but among the many hundreds, and it may be 
thoufands, that have lately been brought to fuch agonies, I 
never yet knew one, laftingly deprived of their reafon. In 
fome that I have known, melancholy has evidently been mixt ; 
and when it is fo, the difference is very apparent ; their dif- 
trefles are of another kind, and operate quite after another 
manner, than when their diftrefs is from a mere conviction : 
?Tis not truth only that diftrefles them, but many vain fha- 
dows and notions, that won’t give place either to fcripture or 
reafon. Some in their great diftrefs, have not been well able 
to give an account of themfelves, or to declare the fenfe they 
have of things, or to explain the manner and caufe of their 
trouble to others, that yet Ihave had no reafon tothink were not 
under proper convictions, andin whom there has been manifefted 
a good iflue. But this won’t be at all wondered at, by thofe 
who have had much to do with fouls under fpiritual difficul- 
ties. Some things that they are fenfible of, are altogether 
new to them, their ideas and inward fenfations are new, and 
what they therefore knew not how to accommodate language 
to, or to find words to exprefs. And fome who on firft in- 
quiry, fay they know not what was the matter with them, on 
being particularly examined and interrogated, have been able 
to reprefent their cafe, tho’ of themfelves they could net find 
expreffions, and forms of f{peech to do it. 

Some fav, they think that the terrors that fuch perfons are 
in, that have fuch effects on their bodies, is only afright. But 
certainly there ought to be a diftinétion made, between a ve- 
ry great fear, and extreme diftrefs, arifing from an apprehen- 
fion of fome dreadful truth,that is a caufe that is fully propor- 
tionable to fuch an effect, and a needlefs caufelefs fright : 
Which is of two kinds; either when perfons are terrified with 
that which is not the truth; (of this I have feen very few in- 
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ftances,uniefs in cafes of melancholy :) Or fecondly, when per- 
fons are under a childifh fright an from fome te: rible outward 
appearance and noife, and a general notion thence arifing, that 
there is fomething or other terrible, they know not what ; 
without having in their minds the apprehenfion of any parti- 
cular terrible truth whatfoever; of fuch a kind of fright 1 have 
{cen very little appearance, either among old or young. 

Thofe that are in fuch extremity, commonly exprefs a great 
fenfe of their exceeding wickednefs, the multitude and aggra- 
vations of their aétual fins, and the dreadful pollution, enmity, 
and perverfenefs of their hearts, and a dieadful obftinacy and 
hardnefs of heart; a fenfe of their great guilt in the fight of 
God, and the dreadfulnefs of the punifhment that fin expofes 
to: Very often they have a lively idea of the horrible pit of 
eternal mifery; and at the fame time it appears to them, that 

a zreat God, that has them in his hands, is exceeding angry 
with them; his wrath appears amazingly terrible to them : 
God appearing to them fo much provoked, and his great wrath 
fo incenfed, they are apprehentive of great danger, that he 
will not bear with them any ionger; but will now, forthwith, 
cut them off, and fend them down to the dreadful pit they 
have in view ; at the fame time feeing no refuge: They fee 
more and more of the vanity of every thing they ufed to truft to, 
and flatter themfelves in; till they are brought wholly to de- 
fpair in all, and to fee that they are at the difpofal of the mere 
will of the God that is fo angry with them. Very many, in 
the midft of their extremity, have been brought to an extra- 
ordinary fenfe of their fully deferving that wrath and deftruc- 
tion, which is then before their eyes ; and at the fame time, 
that they have feared every moment, that it would be execut- 
ed upon them, they have been greatly convinced, that it would 
be altogether juft that it fhould, and that God is indeed abfo- 
lutely fovercign: And very often, fome text’ of Scripture, 
exprefling God's fovereignty, has been fet home upon their 
minds, whereby their minds have been calmed, and they have 
been brought, as it were, to lie at God’s foot; and after great 
azonies, a little before light has arifen, they have been com- 
pofed and quiet,in a kind of fubmiffion to a juft and fovereign 
God; but their bodily ftrength much fpent, and fometimes 
their lives, to appearance almoft gone ; and then light has ap- 
peared, and a glorious Redeemer, with his wonderful, all- 
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fufficient grace, has been reprefented to them, often, in fome 
{weet invitation of Scripture. Sometimes the light comes in 
{uddenly, fometimes more gradually, filling their fouls with 
love, admiration, joy, and felf-abafement ; drawing forth their 
hearts in longing after the excellent lovely Redeemer, and long- 
ings to lie in the duft before him; and longings that others might 
behold him,and embrace him, and be delivered by him; and long- 
ings tolivetohis glory: But fenfible that theycan do nothing of 
themfelves; appearing vile in their own eyes, and having much 
of a jealoufy over their own hearts. And all the appearances 
of 2 real change of heart have followed ; and grace has acted, 
from time to time, after the fame manner that it ufed to a& 
in thofe that were converted formerly, with the like difficul- 
ties, temptations, bufetings, and the like comforts ; excepting 
that in many, light and comfort have been in higher degree than 
ordinary. Many very young children have been thus wro’tupon. 
There have been fome inftances very much like thofe Demoni- 
acks which we read of, Mark i. 26. and chap. ix, 26. of whom we 
read, that when theDevil had cried with a loud voice, and rent them 
fore, he came out of them. And probably thofe inftances were 
defigned for a type of fuch things as thefe. Some have feve- 
ral turns of great agonies, before they are delivered: And 
fome have been in fuch diftreffes, and it has pafled off, and no 
deliverance at al! has followed. 

Some objeét againft it, as great confufion, when there is a 
number together, in fuch circumftances, making a noife ; and 
fay, God can’t be the author of it, becaufe he is the God of 
order, not of confufion. But let it be confidered, What is the 
proper notion of confufion, but the breaking that order of 
things, whereby they are properly difpofed, and duly direéted 
to their end, fo that the order and due conneétion of means 
being broken, they fail of their end; but conviction and con- 
verfion of finners is the obtaining the end of religious means, 
Not but that I think, that perfons that are thus extraordina- 
rily moved, fhould endeavour to refrain from fuch outward mani- 
feftations, what they well can, and fhould refrain to their ut- 
moft, in the time of the folemn worfhip. But if God is pleafed 
to convince the confciences of perfons, fo that they can’t avoid 
great outward manifeftations, even to the interrupting, and 
breaking off thofe public means they were attending, I don’t 
think this is confufion, or an unhappy interruption, any more 
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than if a company fhould meet on the field to pray for rain; 
and fhould be broken off from their exercife by a plentiful 
fhower. Would to God that all the public affemblies in the 
land were broken off from their public exercifes with fuch 
confufion as this the next Sabbath day ! We need not be forry 
for the breaking the order of the means, by obtaining the end 
to which that order is directed: He that is going a journey 
to feteh a treafure, need not be forry, that he is ftopped by 
meeting the treafure in the midft of his journey. | 
_ Befides thofe that are overcomie with conviction and diftrefs, 
I have feen many of late that have had their bodily ftrength 
taken away with the fenfe of the glorious excellency of the 
Redeemer, and the wonders of his dying love ; with a very 
uncomthon fenfe of their own littlenefs,and exceeding vilenefs 
attending it, with all expreffions and appearances of the great- 
eft abafement and abhorrence of themfelves: And not only 
hew converts, but many that were, as we hope, formerly con- 
verted, whofe love and joy has been attended with a flood of 
tears, and a great appearance of contrition and humiliation, 
efpecially for their having lived no more to God’s glory fince 
their converfion ; with a far greater fight of their vilenefs, and 
the evil of their hearts, than ever they had ; with an exceed- 
ing earneftnefs of defire to live better for the time to come, 
but attended with greater felf-difidence than ever: And 
many have been even overcome with pity to the fouls of others, 
and longing for their falvation. 

And many other things I might mention in this extraordi- 
nary work, anfwering to every one of thofe marks that have 
been infitted on. So that if the Apoftle John knew how te 
give figns of a work of the true Spirit, this is fuch a work. 

Providence has caft my lot in a place where the work of 
God has formerly been carried on: I had the happinefs to be 
fettled in that place two years with the venerable Stoddard ; 
and was then acquainted with a number, that, during that 
feafon, were wrought upon, under his minifiry; and have 
been intimately acquainted with the experiences of many 
others, that were wrought upon before under his miniftry, in 
a manner agrceable to his doctrine, and the deétrine of all or- 
thodox divines; and of late that work has been carried on 
there, with very much.of thefe uncommon operations : But it 
is apparent to all to be the fame work, not only that was 
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wrought there fix or feven years ago, but elder Chriftians 
there know it to be the fame work that was carried on there; 
in their former paftor’s days, though there be fome new cir- 
cumftances. And certainly we muft throw by all the talk of 
converfion and Chriftian experience ; and not only fo, but we 
muft throw by our Bibles, and give up revealed religion, if 
this be not in general the work of God. Not that I fuppofe, 
that the degree of the influence of the Spirit of God, is to be 
determined by the degree of effect on men’s bodies, or that 
thofe are always the beft experiences, that have the greateit 
influence on the body. | : 

And as to the imprudencies and irregularities, and mixture 
of delufion that have been; it is not at all to be wondered at, 
that a reformation, after a long continued, and almolt univer- 
fal deadnefs, fhould at firft, when the revival is new, be at- 
tended with fuch things. In the firft creation, God did not 
make a complete world at once ; but there was a great deal of 
imperfe@tion, darknefs, and mixture of chaos and cenfufion, 
after God firft faid, Let there be light, before the whole ftood 
ferth in perfe& form. When God at firft began his greag¢ 
work for the deliverance of his people, after their long con- 
tinued bondage in Egypt, there were falfe wonders mixt with 
true, for a while ; which hardened the unbelieving Egyptians, 
and made them to doubt of the divinity of the whole work. 
When the children of Ifrael Arft went about bringing up the 
Ark of God, after it had Jong been neglected, and had beer 
long abfent, they fought not the Lord after the due order, x 
Chron. xv. 13. At the time when the fons of God came to 
prefent themtelves before the Lord, Satan came alfo amor 
them. And Solomon’s fhips, when they brought gold and filver 
and pearls, alo brought apes and peacocks. When day-light 
firft appears, after a night of darknefs, we muft expe&t to have 
darknefs mixt with light, for a while, and not to have perte& 
day, and the fun rifen at once. The fruits of the earth are 
firft green, befere they are ripe, and come to their proper 
perfe&tion gradually ; and fo, Chrift tells us, zs the kingdem of 
God, Mark iv. 26, 27. 28. So is the kingdom of Ged; as if 
a man Should cast fied into the ground, and fhould fleep, and rife 
night and day; and the feed fhould {pring and grow up, he know- 
eth not how: For the earth bringeth forth food of herfelf; first 
the blade ; then the ear ; then the full corn in the ear. 
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The impridences and errors that have attended this works 
are the lefs to be wondered at, if it be confidered, that it is 
chicfly young perfons that have been the fubjects of it, who 
have lefs fteadinefs and experience, and are in the heat of 
youth, and much more ready to runto extremes. Satan will 
keep men fecure as long as he can; but when he can do that 
no longer, he often endeavours todrive them to extremes, and 
fo to difhonor God, and wound religion that way. And 
doubtlefs it has been one occafion of much of the mifcondu& 
there has been, that in many places, people that are the fub- 
jects of this work of God’s Spirit, fee plainly that their mini- 
fters have an ill opinion of the work ; and therefore, with juft 
reafon, durft not apply themfelves to them as their guides in 
this work; and fo are without guides: And no wonder that 
when a people are as fheep without a fhepherd, they wander 
out of the way. A people, in fuch circumftances ‘efpecially, 
ftand in great and continual need of guides, and their guides 
ftand in continual need of much more wifdom than they have 
of their own. Andif a people have minifters that favor the 
work, and rejoice in it, yet ’tis not to be expected that either 
people or minifters fhould know fo well how toconduct them- 
felves in fuch an extraordinary ftate of things, while it is new, 
and what they never had any experience of before, as they 
may, after they have had experience, and time to fee the ten- 
dency, confequences, and iffue of things. The happy influ- 
ence of experience is very manifeft at this day, in the people 
among whom God has fettled my abode. The work of God 
that has been carried on there this year, has been much purer 
than that which was wrought there fix years before: It has 
feemed to be more purely fpiritual; freer from natural and 
corrupt mixtures, and any thing favouring of enthufiaftic 
wildnefs and evtravagance: It has wrought more by deep hu. 
miliation and abafement before God and men; and they have 
been much freer from imprudencies and irregularities. And 
particularly there has been a remarkable difference in this re- 
foect, that whereas many before, in their comforts and rejoic- 
ings, did too much forget their diftance from God, and were 
ready, in their converfation together of the things of God,and 
of their own experiences, to talk with too much of an air of 
lightnefs, and fomething of laughter; now they feem to have 
no difpofition to it, but rejoice with a more folemn, reveren- 
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tial, humble joy 3 as God direéts the princes of the earth, Pfal. 
ji. 11. ’Tis not becaufe the joy is not as great, and in many 
of them much greater: There are many among us, that were 
wrought upon in that fermer feafon, that have now had much 
greater communications from heaven than they had then ; but 
their rejoicing operates in another manner : It only abafes and 
folemnizes them; breaks their hearts, and brings them into 
the duft: Now when they {peak of their joys, it is not with 
laughter, but a flood of tears, “Thus thofe that laughed before, 
weep now; and yet, by their united teftimony, their joy is 
vaftly purer and fweeter than that which before did more raife 
their animal fpirits. "They are now more like Jacob, when God 
appeared to him at Bethel, when he faw the ladder that reached 
to heaven, and faid, How dreadful is this place! and like Mo- 
fes, when God fhewed him his glory in the mount, when he 
made haste, and bowed himfelf unto the earth. 


(Zo be continued. J 
Oe A EOS TY AT EE EL OE ES LTT I ES SE aS 


[For the Weftern Miffonary Magaxine.] 


AN ESSAY 
On ENTHUSIASM. 


N a ftri& and limited fenfe, the human mind is only the fub- 

ject of enthufiam, when the paffions, under the govern- 
ment, and influence of reafon, roufe, and enlift all the energies 
of the foul, under their ftandard, brace the nerves, and with a 
dignified, and {weeping impetuofity, urge to aétions, noble, 
daring, generous, and fublime ; whatever elfe is afcribed to 
enthufiafm, would be placed, by rational criticifm, within 
the fphere of fanaticifm. But the term enthufiafm, is ufed 
with lefs precifion, and more latitude, by fome of the moft 
elegant writers, than, perhaps, any other term in our lan- 
guage ;—-fometimes they tell us of noble, generous, and ex- 
alted enthufiafm ;—fometimes of weak, and well-meaning en- 
thufiafm 3——and fomctimes of hot,violent, and mad enthufiafm. 
At other times they give us the term, without any diftin- 
guifhing epithet ; and frequently ufe the terms, enthufiafm 
and fanaticifm indifcriminately. Hence, enthufiafm is any 
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thing, and every thing, according to the tafte, and humeur of 
the author, and appears to have no determinate meaning, ex- 
cept when it is applied to religious fubjeéts, and then it is 
fanaticifm, that is underftood. ‘This chaotic, and indefinite 

ethod of treating the fubject, which has been floated down 
to us, in the books of great men, has had fuch an influence 
on mankind, that the greater part of them have fo long loft 
fic'it of the lines, which divide enthufiafm, from fanaticifm, 
that if | fhould, in this effay, trace thefe lines, and be governed 
by them, I would undoubtedly be confidered, as an afluming 
innovator, and be expofed to contend, with the pride of opi- 
nion,and the pertinacity of prejudice. Theresore, rather than 
tempt an unequal war, I fhall facrifice my tafic, on the altar 
of cuftom, and confine myfelf to confider eathufialm, as a f{pe- 
cies of fanaticifm. And as it is religious enthufiafm, that I 
have principally in view, the importance of the fubjeét re- 
quires, thac I fhould have recourfe to fuch of the laws, of the 
operations of the human mind, as are calculated to fhed light 
on the path, which | defign to purfue. 

Man is a moral azent, capable of moral aétions ; his adtions 
are preceded by decifions, and his decifions are fubject tothe | ~ 
influence of his paffions; but as the paffions ftand in need of | ~ 
a guide, they are placed under the government of reafon; and | 
reafon, in her proper fphere, is in fubordination to God. The 
influence of the paffions, on human decifions, and notions, has 
been fo univerfally underftood, that in every age, when inter- 


efting and important decifions were depending, the paffions | 


have been addrefied with animation and fervour; but the fub- 


je@t is placed beyond all controverfy, when we confider, that a 
God himfeilf, from whom the human mind received its laws, | 


in order to bring men to thofe decifions and aCtions, which 
he requires, has addrefled their paffions, in his word, in the 
moft affecting manner. If this concife view of the fubject is 
correét, then the human mind may be in an enthufiattic ftate, 
either, when the underftanding is the fubject of #gnorance, or 
error, and confequently incapable of affording the light, abfo- 
lutely neceffary to the proper government of the paffions, then 
they are left, without a capable guide, to impel their fubject, 
to right, or left hand extremes, according to the impulfe of 
the moment; or, when the paffions, as they often do, get into 
fuch a ftate of infurrection, and tumult, that light from the 
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nderftanding is rejeéted, the voice of reafon drowned, her 
suthority trampled upon, and her laws difobeyed. In either 
pf thefe circumftances, the mind is in a ftate of enthufiafm. 
Under the influence of thefe principles, I proceed to obferve, 
hat a man is the fubjeét of religious enthufiafm, when the 
Mpaffions, which have an operative influence on his religious 
") Mdeccifions and ations, are not under the gevernment of thae 
Vyeafon, which is in fubordination to divine revelation. But 
Nit is carefully to be obferved, that as we have no certain evi- 
Wdence, of the ftate of any man’s paflions, except what is de- 
Trived from his a€tions ; therefore, when we obtain fufficient 
‘teftimony, that his religious ations are not under the govern- 
~Yment of that reafon, which is in fubordination to divine reve-~ 
7 AAation, then we have all the teftimony, that the nature of the 
— Feafe will admit, that the paffions, which have an influence on 
© Sthofe a&tions, are not obedient to the voice of reafon ; whether 
Sthis ftate of things may be owing, to the want of fufficient 
ight, in the underftanding, to guide them, or to the want of 
power, in the reafon, to reduce them to, and keep them in, a 
proper ftate of obedience ; and confequently, the man is the 
ubject of religious enthufiafm. 

I fhall now proceed to that part of my fubje&t, which divines 
all the application; and as the clergy are feldom favoured 
with any thing of the kind, I fhall confine it to them entirely: 
but whether I may obtain many thanks, for my kindnefs, or 

mot, is a queition of doubrful folution. As it is well known, 
that many of the clergy are charged with the crime of entku- 
Seiafin, | fhail therefore, with all due f{ubmiffion, take the liber- 
pty to try the Rey. gentlemen, on the charge in queftion, by the 
(above principles, in order to ftrike the line, between the inno- 
cent, and the guilty. And as no evidence of the religious 
Mtate of their minds, can be mcre favourable to them, than 
7 hat which is taken from their pulpit difcourfes, in which they 
roceed agreeably to their own tafte, I fhail treat them with 
o much indulgence, as to bring all my teitimony from that 
ource: but in order to facilitate the progrefs, they fhall be 
tivided into three claffes, according to their difierent modes 
bi preaching, without paying any refpect to the lines, which 
livide religious denominations from cach other. 
ift. There are clergymen, who, in addrefling their hearers, 
12 


nae 

° 
a 
ym 


ahs 


ae 2 


ine enero 
a . 


Dee 


: sage 
"< — ee i. aon 


Ree ee 
Pediat ON 
Foal -— 




















126 An Effay on Enthufia/m. 


thing, and every thing, according to the tafte, and humcur of 
the author, and appears to have no determinate meaning, ex- 
cept when it is applied to religious fubjects, and then it is 
fanaticifm, that is underftood. This chactic, and indefinite 
method of treating the fubject, which has been floated down 
to us, in the books of great men, has had fuch an influence 
on mankind, that the greater part of them have fo long loft 
fit of the lines, which divide enthufiafm, from fanaticifm, 
that if | fhould, in this effay, trace thefe lines,and be governed 
by them, I would undoubtedly be confidered, as an afluming 
innovator, and be expofed to contend, with the pride of opi- 
nion,and the pertinacity of prejudice. Theresore, rather than 
tempt an unequal war, I fhall facrifice my tafic, on the altar 
of cuftom, aad confine myfelf to confider eathufialm, as a fpe- 
cies of fanaticifn. And as it is religious enthufiafm, that I 
have principally in view, the limportance of the fubdjeét re- 
quires, thac I fhould have recourfe to fuch of the laws, of the 
operations of the human mind, as are calculated to fhed light 
on the path, which | defign to purfue. 

Man is a moral azent, capable of moral aétions ; his aétions 
are preceded by decifions, and his decifions are fubject to the 
influence of his paffions; but as the paffions ftand in need of 
a guide, they are placed under the government of reafon ; and 
reafon, in her proper fphere, is in fubordination to God. The 
influence of the paffions, on human decifions, and uotions, has 
been fo univerfally underftood, that in every age, when inter- 
e{ting and important decifions were depending, the paffions 
have been addrefied with animation and fervour; but the fub- 
jet is placed beyond all controverfy, when we confider, that 
God himfeif, from whom the human mind received its laws, 
in order to bring men to thofe decifions and actions, which 
he requires, has addrefled their paffions, in his word, in the 
moft atfeSting manner. If this concife view of the fubject is 
correét, then the human mind may be in an enthufiaftic ftate, 
either, when the underitanding is the fubje& of sgnorance, or 
error, and confequently incapable of affording the light, abfo- 
lutely neceffary to the proper government of the paffions, then 
they are left, without a capable guide, to impel their fubjeét, 
to right, or left hand extremes, according to the impulfe of 
the moment; or, when the paffions, as they often do, get into 
fuch a ftate of infurrection, and tumult, that light from the 
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underftanding is rejected, the voice of reafon drowned, her 
authority trampled upon, and her laws difobeyed. In either 
of thefe circumftances, the mind is in a ftate of enthufiafm. 
Under the influence of thefe principles, I proceed to obferve, 
that a man is the fubje& of religious enthufiafm, when the 
paffions, which have an operative influence on his religious 
decifions and ations, are not under the gevernment of thae 
reafon, which is in fubordination to divine revelation. But 
it is carefully to be obferved, that as we have no certain evi- 
dence, of the ftate of any man’s paflions, except what is de- 
rived from his a€tions ; therefore, when we obtain fufficient 
teftimony, that his religious actions are not under the govern. 
ment of that reafon, which is in fubordination to divine reve-~ 
lation, then we have all] the teftimony, that the nature of the 
cafe will admit, that the paffions, which have an influence on 
thofe aétions, are not obedient to the voice of reafon ; whether 
this ftate of things may be owing, to the want of fufficient 
light, in the underftanding, to guide them, or to the want of 
power, in the reafon, to reduce them to, and keep them in, a 
proper ftate of obedience ; and confequently, the man is the 
fubjeét of religious enthufiafm. 

I fhall now proceed to that part of my fubje@, which divines 
call the application; and as the clergy are feldom favoured 
with any thing of the kind, I fhall confine it to them entirely: 
but whether I may obtain many thanks, for my kindnefs, or 
not, is a queftion of doubtful folution. As it is well known, 
that many of the clergy are charged with the crime of enthu- 
fiafm, | fhall therefore, with all due fubmiffion, take the liber- 
ty to try the Rev. gentlemen, on the charge in queftion, by the 
above principles, in order to ftrike the line, between the inno- 
cent, and the guilty, And as no evidence of the religious 
ftate of their minds, can be more favourable to them, than 
that which is taken from their pulpit difcourfes, in which they 
proceed agreeably to their own tafte, I fhall treat them with 
fo much indulgence, as to bring all my teftimony from that 
fource: but in order to facilitate the progrefs, they fhall be 
divided into three clafles, according to their difierent modes 
of preaching, without paying any refpect to the lines, which 
divide religious denominations from cach other. 

rf, There are slereyagen, who, in addrefling their hearers, 
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confine themfzlves, almoft entirely,ito the paffions ; and altho’ 
the paffions {tand in abfolute need of light, in the underftand- 
lig to govern them; and notwithftanding, that God has fet 
the example of addrefling the underftanding of men in the 
doctrines of revelation; yet thefe men defpife the idea of ad- 
dreting the underftanding of their hearers, by an illuftration 
of their doctrines, and content themfelves with ringing the 
change, through life, on about half a dozen whole ideas, and 
as many half ones ; fo that it is as difficult to find a rational 
idea, in fome parts of their declamation, as to find a Proteftant 
in Purgatory. Now thefe men are, evidently, not under the 
government of that reafon, which is in fubordination to divine 
revelation ; therefore, they are enthuftafts. But fome perfon 
will probably fay, the man is too fevere; nothing will pleafe 
him, but decp, metaphytlical preaching. ‘The reverfe of this 
is true. The fcience of metaphyficks is of utility in many 
cafes; but metaphyfical fermons are generally more difficult 
to underftand, than the text; and the man, who undertakes to 
lead his unlearned hearers to happinefs, by that road, is like 
the guide, who would lead a feeble Pennfylvanian over the 
Norwegtan mountains, to take him the nigheft, and beft road 
to Philadelphia. But ftill, it muft be granted, that thofe 
preachers, who expect to promote the genuine happinefs of 
mankind, without endeavouring, according to their abilities, 
to put the human underftanding in pofledfion of that light, 
which is effentially neceflary to the proper government of the 
paffions, are enthufiafts. However, if there are men, whofe 
minds are of fuch a nature, as to be capable of feeding on found, 
the nature and fitnefs of things require, that they fhould have 
preachers to their tafte; therefore, an exception to general 
rules ouzht to be made in their favour. 

2d. There are clergymen, whofe preaching confifts ina cold 
addrefs to the underftanding, which falls about the ears of 
their freezing hearers, like {now in December ; and thefe No- 
va Zembla fermons are fo extremely cold, as to be almoft 
capable of freezing the heart of a Laplander; and you might 
as rationally expeci to be capable to extract fire out of Green- 
land ice, as to derive heat and animation from them. Thofe 
men are, profeffionally, engaged in the bufinefs of warning 
finners to fice trom the wrath to come, and lay hold on the 
hope, which Gud has fet before them, in the gofpel of his Son, 
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and are under folemn, and awful obligations, to declare the 
whole counfel of God ; and they know, that the pafiions have 
a powerful influence on human decifions, and actions: nor 
are they ignorant, that the advocate, who feels himfclf intereft~ 
ed, in the caufe depending, will, to the utmoft of his abilities, 
approach the heart, by every accefibie avenue, and will, if 
pofible, enlift the paffions on his fide of the queftion, that he 
may avail himfelf of their well known influence. Moreover, 
thefe men alfo know, that God, whofe benevolence cannot be 
ueftioned, and who certainly underitood the beft method of 
addreffing his rational creatures, has not only, in his word, 
addrefled the underftanding, and the hopes cf finners, but has 
alfo addreffed their fears, in the penal fanétions of his law.— 
Yet, with the found of revelation and reafon in their ears, and 
with the example cf God and men before their eyes, thefe di- 
vines are fo infatuated, as to proceed in their own way, tn op- 
pofition to all thefe, and will not addrefs the paffions of their 
hearers, with life and vigour, exgept for the purpofe of exc:t- 
ing their zeal, againft genuine, heart-affecting, experimental 
elizion, or to promote a party fpirit. But more particularly, 
thefe men are not ignorant, that God has declared, that “ the 
Lord Jefus fhall be revealed from heaven, with his mighty an- 
gels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift; who 
fhall be punifhed with everlafting deftruction from the prefence 
of the Lord and from the glory of his power ;”’ and yet they are fo 
cruel, as to refufe to endeavour toawaken fleeping, carele{s fine 
ners, hy turning their attention to thofe parts of divine revelae 
tion, wherein God has addrefled their fears, in the moft alarming 
manner, for the friendly purpofe of awakening them. And 
if ever it happens, which is rarely the cafe, that thefe men are 
conftrained to mention the punifhment of the wicked, they are 
as modeft and polite, as the celebrated preacher, at the court 
of Queen Anne, who threatened finners with punifhment, in 
a certain place, which he faid he did not choofe to name in the 
prefence of fuch a polite audience. Now I am perfuaded, that 
every unprejudiced perfon will join with me in faying, that if 
there if fuch a thing in the world, as religious enthufiafm, or 
delufion, thefe divines are enthufiafts. If this charge is tho’t 
te be too hard, I beg leave to afk, on what principle, fan@ioned 
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by revelation and reafon, can they be defended? If it is faid, 
that they can be defended from the charge, on the following 
ground, viz. Thefe men are in favour of a cold method of 
preaching ; therefore, they are not enthufiafts :—TI anfwer ; 
This ground looks tolerably well at a diftance ; but it will 
fink at the approach of clofe inveftigation.— That fome men 
have difcovered as much enthufiafm, in their attachment to a 
cold climate, as any other men have done, in their attachment 
to a wari one, is proved by hiftorians, who inform us, that 
fome of the poor inhabitants of the frozen regions of the 
North, are fo fond of their own cold, barren, miferable coun- 
try, that the alluring, and advantageous offers of crowned 
heads, have not been able to difpofe them to emigrate. And 
it is well known, that many profefled Chriftians are fo enthu- 
fiaftically fond of cold, inanimate preaching, that they prefer 
it to the method practifed by Chrift and his Apoftles. There- 
fore, in order to afcertain whether a man is an enthufiaft, or 
not, it is ufelefs to afk, whether he is in favour of what is 
cold, or what is warm, as no decifive light can be obtained 
from that fource ; but it is neceflary to enquire, if his decifions 
and a¢tions are under the government of reafon: if they are 
not, then his paffions, which have an impulfive influence on 
his decifions and actions, are in a ftate of anarchy and difor- 
der, and the man is in a ftate of enthufiafm; unlefs he is an 
idiot, or a madman, and with fuch we have nothing to do at 
prefent. Now, as it appears abundantly evident, that the de- 
cifions and aétions of the divines in queftion, relative to their 
mode of preaching the gofpel, are not under the direction of 
that reafon, which is in fubordination to divine revelation ; and 
as the ground, which has been taken for their defence, has 
been found, on examination, to be untenable, the charge of 
enthufiafm returns with undiminifhed force. 

31. There are minifters of the gofpel, who believe that 
they are called to advocate the moft important and interefting 
caufe, that ever arrefted the attention of the human mird; 
and, alchough they are duly fenfible, that their fuccefs depends 
on God; yet knowing, that he has appointed rational means, 
aiid requires them to be ufed rationally, and convinced, that 
one man cannot make another underfland a fubje€t, which he 
does not underftand himfelf, they, by reading, ftudy, and the 
wfe of all the means to which they have accefs, endeavour to 
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obtain that information, without which they cannot difcharge 
their official duty, with dignity, and to advantage. And being 
deeply interefted in the iffue of the caufe which they plead, 
anxious to promote the glory of God, and the happinefs of 
men, and having the example of God, in his word, before their 
eyes, thefe divines, according to their various abilities, avail 
themfelves of every avenue to the human heart, and addrefs 
the underftanding, and the paffions of their hearers, with that 
perfpicuitv, animation and zeal, which demonftrate their fin- 
cerity and benevolence. But more particularly, thefe men, 
having banifhed that lazinefs, which has cut the locks of many 
clergymen, ftudy the fcriptures diligently, furnifh the lamps 
of the fanctuary with beaten oil, and according to their talents, 

ddrefs the underftandings of men, by an illuftration of the 
doctrines of revelation, that they may know what they ought 
to believe, and what they oughi to do ; and that there may be 
fufficient light in the underftanding, for the government of 
the paffions. And that finners may be arouted from their 
carnal fecurity, and convinced of the neceflity of complying 
with the gracious overtures of peace and recone tiation, made 
in the gofpel, they addrefs their fears, by an illuftration of 
thofe parts of divine revelation, wherein God himfe!f, in the 
moft glowing language, has defcribed the deplorable fituation, 
and impending deftruction of impeniient finners. And in 
order to give a fpring to the exertions of men, allure their 
tafte, and determine their choice, thefe divines eddrefs their 
hopes, by illuftrating the promifes of the gofpe!, which con- 
tain the moft affe&ting, and heart.melting difcoveries of the 
new covenant method of falvation, through the inftruction, 


obedience, atonement, interceffion and government of him, 


who is the brightnefs of the Father’s glory, and, the exprefs 
image of his perfon; in whom the glory and dignity of the 
moral charaéter of the Deity, fhine with inexpreffible, incom- 
prehenfible, and heart-attracting fylendor. Moreover, a juft, 
rational, and dignified fenfe of the nature, propriety, and ficnefs 
of things, governs thefe men, in the difcharge of their official 
duty, and prevents them from ftooping fo far beneath the dig- 


nity of the chriftian, and clerical character, as to court popu- 


larity, at the expenfe of accommodating themfelves to the de- 
Praved tafte of ungodly men, by finging a lullaby to them, 
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faying peace, peace, when the unchangeable Sovereign of the 
Univerfe has declared, that there is no peace to the wicked. Nor 
can the fear, or the favour of men, prevent them from apply - 
ing their doctrines, with that precifion and honefty, which 
prove their fidelity co God, and friendfhip to men. ‘Thefe 
divines, in whatever nation, or religious denomination, they 
may be found, are the only rational preachers of the gofpel of 
Jefus Chrift. And yet in every age, the charge of enthufiafm 
has been brought againft men of this defcription, by the fleepy 
advocates of {lumbering virtue, and their yawning friends ; 
but this charge never has been, and never will be, fubftanti- 
aicd, by competent and credible teftimony, 

T iha!l conclude with obferving, that in compofing the above 
effay, [ had no perfon, nor religious denomination particu- 
larly in view. What I believed to be neeeflary and important 
truth, was my obje@, and to it I facrificed every inferior con- 
fideration, that ftood in the way. But after all, I know it 
will be faid,that the author has delineated chara€ters, with an 
unfparing hand, and a pencil too bold. To this I reply, that 
as there is nothing perfonal in the performance, no man 
is obliged to apply any of the characters to himfelf, and every 
man is at liberty to put on the garment that fits him ; there- 
fore, nothing can be more liberal. But I confefs, that I wrote 
under the influence of the idea, that a lukewarm, temporizing 
method of treating religious fubjects, however popular it may 
be, is beneath the dignity of the Chriftian religion, and will 
not bear the teft of that tribunal, to which we are haftening. 
However, as I am liable to miftake, if it is believed, that my 
ideas have been erroneoufly conceived, or improperly expreff. 
ed, let the fubjeét be brought to the judgment feat of revela- 
tion and reafon, and to the decifion of that tribunal, I fhall 


fubmit with pleafure—I am 


A RATIONAL CHRISTIAN. 


(From the New-York Miffionary Magazine. ] 


LeTTrrR FROM THE Rev. Ma, WILLIAMS, TO THE PUBLISHFR. 
Dear. Siz, vines, Cambridge, February 23, 1802 
NCLOSED I fend you a remarkable dream, or vifions 
“g bad by a refpeétable member of my congregation. I 
procured a copy of i it from him foon after he firft revealed it 
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¢o me, and though many have urged that it fhould be brought 
before the public eye, through fome proper medium, its pub- 
lication, for various reafons, has hitherto been delayed. He 
has had a delicacy on the fubjeé, and I have had a with, that 
not only the dream, but fome fhort account of his former life, 
and of thofe circumftances without which it would not be half 
fo remarkable, might be given by him/elf, to lay before the 
public. I have aifo been under apprehenfions, that by fome 
who are ftrangers to his character, it might be attributed to 
eathufiafm. But, Sir, be affured, he is of a very different turn 
of mind. Could his character be fully delineated, and pre- 
fented with the dream, I am fure it would add peculiar weight ; 
but confiderations of delicacy forbid. I am therefore perfuad- 
ed, that the dream and its effects, will not appear fo remark- 
able to others, as to thofe of us who are beft acquainted with 
all the concomitant circumftances. 

A fhort hiftory of his life given by himfelf, to lay before the 
public, would have been defirable, but fentiments of delicacy 
induce him to decline, I will therefore drop you a few gene- 
ral remarks. 

He is a man of about forty years of age, and has hitherto 
moved ina refpectable fphere of life, his fellow-citizens having 
given public teftimony, in fome inftances, of their confidence 
and efteem. But however refpectable he has been as a citi- 
zen, yet he informs me that in early life his mind was conta- 
minated with deiftical fentiments, received from a library ra- 
ther of that caft. Through the fpace of about fixteen years 
he lived a deift, though his moral habits were lefs impaired 
than might have been expected from fuch corrupt principles, 
About five years ago he removed into this congregation, and 
became a conftituent member. Not only public, but private 
means were employed to imprefs his mind with a fenfe of the 
truth and importance of the Chriftian Religion, and though I 
truft thefe were not without fome effect, yet nothing feemed 
to ftrike deep conviction, until that God, who choofes his 
Own ways and means to accomplifh his purpofes, added his 
bleffing to this vifion of the night. Fora long time he en- 
deavoured to conceal the anguifh of his mind: but in vain! 
God’s truth was like a fire and a hammer within him, till he 
made known his fituation. Some time after he joined in the 
communion of the Church, and has ever fince appeared to 
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have an increafing attachment to that caufe which he once 
defpifed. ie 

Thefe things, Sir, cheered the hearts of Gad’s people here ; 
roufed the thoughtlefs, and caft a gloom over the face of infi- 
delity. The hope of a fimilar cffeet in fome degree abroad, to 
the advancement of God’s pratfe, and the good of fouls, has at 
Jength prevailed over every oppofing confideration, and I am 
allowed to offer the dream for publication in vour very ufeful 
Magazine, if in your judgment it may fubferve the grand and 
pious cbje&s of that work. I have no doubt but infidelity 
will defpife the dream, and all who aid its publication. It will 
be pronounced untrue, and the peculiarities, particularly its 
regularity, will be artfully plead as evidence againft it. But 
however extraordinary it may appear, I truf that faith in a 
wonder-working God, will admire and adore. I leave it with 
you, and with him who I truft has already anfwered impor- 
tant purpofes by it in this place. And that he may make it 
further ufeful to fhake the pillars of infidelity, to the comfort 
of his dear people, and the glory of his great name, is the de- 


vout with of, 
Dear Sir, 


Your long attached friend, 
G. WILLIAMS. 


A RAMARKABLE DREAM); OR, VISION OF THF NIGHT, 


ON the evening of the 27th dav of O@ober, 1799, it be- 
ing the Lord’s day, I J*¥*** Fe***##**, after {pending the 
day with a worfhipping aflembly, returned home, and at my 
ufual hour retiredtoreft. From fome particular circumftances, 
I lodged alone, and, in a vifion of the night, my mind was im- 
prefled in an extraordinary manner, with the things I fhall 
now briefly narrate. 

I thought I was away weft of the Miffifiippi river, in Lou- 
ifiana, coming eaftward to the Ohio country. I appeared to 
me that I was quite in a wildernefs, and had only a blind foot- 
path to direct my way, until at length it clofed in with a fimi- 
Jar one, out of which came an old grey-hcaded gentleman, who 
walked on in company with me. I afked him if that was the 
road to the Ohio country. He replied, No: this is the road 
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to eternity. Well, but I am going to the Ohio country, faid I. 
No, replied he, you are going to eternity. I noticed that on 
each fide of the way {mall foot-paths entered, and that out of 
each one came a fingle traveller, and that they all went on the 
fame way with us. At length we came into a very broad 
and level road. This was crowded with all defcriptions of 
people, young and old of every nation, and every colour. I 
afked my aged companion, whether that was the broad road 
we read of in the Scriptures, that leads to deftruction. He 
replied,itis. I remarked to him that we alfo read of a ftraight 


‘and narrow path that leads to life, and afked where that was. 


He faid, we fhould come to that prefently. We had not tra- 
velled far, before the broad road came up to the bank of the 
Miffiffippi. Here I thought it turned and ran a due north 
courfe, on the bank, by the fide of that river. We travelled 
this courfe, but a fhort diftance, before my venerable compa- 
nion, pointing forward, afked me if I did not fee yonder a 
narrow foot-bridge, leading over the river. I told him I did. 
That, he faid, was the narrow road that leads to life—and 
afked me, if I had a pafs or certificate, to go over. I told 
him, 1 did not know ; but [ recolleét, diitinatly, of putting 
my left hand into my jacket pocket, on that fide, taking out 
a parcel of papers, and examing them, until, as f£ thought, I 
found one. I then told him I had a pafs, and afked him, if be 
had one. He faid he had. When wecame up to the bridge 
our paflage was obfru€ted by a narrow and high gate, juft 
within which ftood a keeper, clothed with a long white robe. 
His countenance was majeftic and forbidding, and impreffed 
my mind with an idea of his being more than mortal. My 
aged companion handed him his certificate through the gate : 
he read and returned it, opened the gate and Jet him go on. I 
then handed him my pals: he read and returned it, faying it 
would not carry me over; that I could pafs there, but with 
that could not get more than half way acrofs. In the {pirit 
of confidence, I told him that I could get acrofs as well as 
that old gentleman, who had juft gone over. He again told 
me I couid not get more than half way over with that pafs, I 
replied that I would rifque it, if he would allow me to pafs 
there. He then opened the gate and let me goon. When] 
had come to the middle of the bridge, both ends thereof gave 
way, fell and parted from under me, and I was left ftanding on 
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one fingle beam fupported by two pofts in the middle of the 
river, That I need not fall I reached my hand down to the 
beam, and fat down upon it. Cafting my eye forward upon 
the eaftern fhore, J beheld a city, far furpaffing, in magnif- 
cence and beauty, any thing that I had ever before f{een, or 
that the higheft flights of my fancy had ever reached. The 
defcription I can here give of it will be but faint. It was laid 
out very regularly, the ftreets croffing each other at right an- 
gles, and of a good width. The hovfes were all built three 
ftories high, with a handfome portico built out betwen the firft 
and fecond ftories, enclofed with elegant banifters, adorned 
with the green wood-blind in front. his, from the unifore 
mity and nearnefs of the houfes, afforded two delight!ul walks, 
the one above and the other below, from one end of the ftreets 
to the other. ‘The houfes were all painted white, and the 
banifters of the walks were a bright green. Juft in front of 
thefe porticos there was, on each fide of the ftreets, a delighful 
walk of a green grafs plat. Between this and the pavement 
there was a row of elegant trees clothed in verdure. The 
middle of the ftreets were paved in an extraordinary manner, 
with white and clouded marble, laid in the form of diamunds, 
interfperfed with fomething that was tranfparent and had the 
appearance of gold as to its colour and Juftre. I faw the in- 
habitants walking the ftreets very pleafantly, and they appear- 
ed to be infinitely happy. ‘They were all clothed with long 
robes, as white as the driven fnow, and on their hezds they 
had crowns adorned with glittering diamonds, I faw their 
golden harps and heard them unite their vocal and inftrumental 
mufic, in finging an anthem, which I myfelf ance learned, and 
which was fet to the following words. 


Lo ! he cometh, countlefs trumpets blow before the bloody fign 5 
Mictt ten thoufand faints and angeis, fee the crucified fhine, &c- 


I heard them diftinétly, and the mufic was harmonious and 
tranfporting beyond all defcription. While I thus gazed with 
admiration on the above objects, one of the inhabitants, whom 
I fhall call an angel, drew near and ftecd upon the bank of 
the river. I thought that the river was quite narrow, though 
its channel was vaftly deep, and that I was very high above 
the furface of the ftream, for its banks appeared to be folid 
rocks, and to rife perpendicularly from the river to the height 
of cighty or one hundred feet. Ass the river was narrow and 
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I half the diftance acrofs it, the angel who ftood on the bank 
@as not far from me. I afked him if he would help me over. 
He faid he could not; but if I would go to V—— T—., the 
tanner, (who is a neighbour of mine, and in the communion 
of the Church,) he would give me advice whereby I might 
come there at a future period. 1 remarked that this was like 
St. Paul’s converfion, and thenafked him if that city was thenew 

crufalem which we read of inthe Scriptures. He faid, No; that 
was only the firft heavens. I inquired if there were in reality 
a Saviour, informing him that I had formerly difbelieved it 
He affured me there was a Saviour, and that I might rely 
on it as a fact, that Jefus Chrift had been into the world and 
had fuffered for finners. 1 inquired whether the Saviour re- 
fided in that city. He faid, No; he refided in the third heas 
vens, of which this is but like the fuburbs, but comes down 
here to meet the worfhipping aflembly twice every day; and 
afked me if I faw a large building in the midft of the city. I 
looked and beheld two very broad ftreets crofling each other 
at right angles in the centre of the city, and there ftood a very 
fuperb and magnificent building, adorned with lofty pillars 





curioufly wrought, and large brazen or golden arches. In. 


fort, it juft anfwered to the idea I had before formed of So 
lomon’s Temple. There the angel faid the Saviour came 
and worfhipped twice a day, and thofe who conduéted well 
fhould after one thoufand years be admitted to dwell in his 
more immediate prefence in the third heavens. I afked him 
if the trees we faw were thofe we read of in the Scriptures, 
the leaves whereof are for the healing of the nations. He faid 
they were. I remarked to him that I faw nothing anfwering 
to the defcription given us in Scripture of a place of torment 
for the wicked, and afked him where that was. Pointing 
with the hand he fays, Look to the north and you will fee. | 
Jooked and beheld a more awful fmoke, than I had ever before 
feen. It rofe thick and black as from a volcano, and afcended 
in large columns rolling and curling in a tremendous manner ; 
and it extended eaft and weft beyond the reach of fight. But, 
faid I, there is no fire appears. Look down low, faid the an- 
gel, and you will difcover it. I did fo and beheld a great burn- 
ing lake, fo extenfive that no oppofite fhore could be difcern. 
ed. It had the appearance of red-hot melted iron, and was 
exceedingly troubled. It rofe in great furges of liquid flames 
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and funk in large whirlpools. I obferved to the angel, that 
as it burned fo furicufly it appeared to me that it muft be ex- 
haufted in time: No, faid he, it is fupplied with rivers of fire. 
Rivers of fire 1 faid I], where can they come from? He replied, 
Look to the fouth and you will fee. I looked and faw two 
very high mountains, out of the tops of which iffued flames 
and fmoke. What, faid I, thefe are Mount Etna and Mount 
V efuvius, are they not? No, faid he, there are fuch mountains 
on earth, but thefe are not thofe mountains. On earth ! faid I, 
why we are on earth. No, faid he, this only a vifion. Well, 
but this is a reality, faid I, for 1 am awake as as much ever I 
was. No, faid he, this is nothing but a vifion. But where, 
faid I, can thefe mountains communicate with the lake, feeing 
that lies to the north and they to the fouth. He replied, Leok 
beneath you and you will fce. I caft my eyes down and be- 
held the river that flowed beneath me was a liquid flame of 
the fame appearance as the lake above defcribed. This alarm- 
ed me, and I felt as one flanding ona flippery place and fiery 
billows rolling below. I thought it would burn the bottoms 
of the pofts off and Jet me down, but after viewing ita little 
while and not experiencing the fate I had expeéted, my fears 
began to fubfide. I then afked the angel what had become of 
the multitude I faw in the broad road. He told me they had 
all plunged into the great lake, for thofe who paffed the narrow 
gate could in no way avoid it. As I was very anxious to get 
acrofs, not only on account of my unhappy fituation, but more 
on account of the lovelinefs of the place prefenting before me, 
I renewed my requeft that he would help me over. He faid 
he could not, but if I would purfue the advice which he gave 
me before, I fhould come there at a future period. I told him 
I would. The beam I fat on then moved gradually back with 
me, till it gently ftruck the weftern fhore, and I ftept off and 
awoke. I immediately rofe up in my bed, and fo {trong were 
the impreffions on my mind, that I ftill fuppofed myfelf to be 
on the bank of the Miffiffippi, and actually turned round to 
look for the beautiful city I had juft feen on the opsofite 
fiore ; but the clock ftriking two, J recognized the bell, and 
was thus brought home. I immediately rofe and dr fled my- 
felf, thinking to go directly, thourh at fuch an unfeafonabte 
hour of the night, to my neighbour for advice, as directed, 
though he lived at-the diftance of two miles. But confidering 
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that the vifion was more ftriking to me than a relation of it 
would be to any others, that to fume it might appear unim- 
portant, and by others be made the fubject of derifion, I revealed 
it to no one but my wife until more than fix months had 
elapfed. The effeét it had on my mind was truly wonderful. 
For fome weeks I could fearcely think of any thing elfe and 
was hardly capable of arranging my own bufinefs. At length 
I opened my mind to the *Rev. Mr. , and after fre- 
quent converfations with him and ethers, during the fpace of 
fome weeks, I obtained a confolation which I truft the world 
can neither give nor take away. 


En eee 


# Minifter of the Parifh, 





{For the Weftern Magazine.}. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN NORTH-CAROLINA. 


Orange County, April 20th, 1802. 
My Dear FRIEND, 


JX the beginning of March, 1800, the Rev. W. H re- 

figned the paftoral charge of the Hawfields and Crofs 
Roads (conyreyations in Orange county) and removed to the 
ftate of Tenneffee. A number of his people emigrated with 
him to the weftern fettlements. The congregation were much 
difcouraged and weakened, by the Jofs of their pafter and fo 
many influential members of their fociety. In this unfavour- 
able fituation they pr-fented a call to the Rey. W. P——, 
which he accepied in January, ror. From that time till 
June following, there was little appearance of the lite and 
power of Religion in the congregations. Deadnefs and fecu- 
rity prevailed. The world reigned in their affections, and 
left but little for the King of Glory, but the form cf Religion. 
Mr, P——., fteadily aiming at the promotion of vital piety in 
the hearts, and ftrict godlinefs in the lives of his people, foon 
began to fink under the apprehenfion of fpending an ufelefs 
life wich them. His heart was rent with internal conflids, 
which increafed until June, when they came toacrifis, After 
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delivering a morning legture at the Crofs Roads, he called 
the elders of the congregation together, and made known to 
them the diftreffling exercife of his mind. This was made the 
means of deeply affecting their hearts with a fenfe of their own 
unfruitfulnefs, and of the unhappy ftate of the church. ‘They 
appeared juft like men awakened out of fleep, who, upon open< 
ang their eyes, fee themfelves, and all that is dear to them, ex- 
pofed to imminent danger. They refolved, as if with one 
heart, to engage in fervent prayer, for each other—for aflem- 
bling chriftianse—and for carelefs finners. In the evening 
Mr. P preached from Prov. vi. g— How long wilt thou 
fleep, O fluggard? When wilt thou arife out of thy fleep ?” 
‘The Lord’s time to deliver him was now come-He broke 
his bands, and gave him unufual life and liberty in preaching 5 
efpecially in addreffing flumbering chriftians. ‘Their hearts 
were reached and deeply affeted. | From that day a change 
evidently appeared inthe pious. An abiding fenfe of their 
need of quickening grace, and of the languifhing ftate of Re- 
lizion in the congregation, was impreffed on their minds. ‘The 
fpirit of prayer was giventhem. They met frequently for fo- 
cial worfhip~-were importunate in prayer for a ** time of re- 
frefhing.” But nothing extraordinary appeared until the laft 
of Auguft, wien the Lord’s Supper was adminiftered at the 
Crofs Roads. 

On the three firit days of this Communion feafo. (fays Mr. 
P——, in a Jetter dated April 30, 1802) a greater folemnity 
than ufual appeared among the religious part of the audience ; 
but no awakenings ameng the carelefs. On Monday morn- 
ing I coaverfed with a number of exercifed chriftians. They 
all had a lively and fixed hope that fomething great would be 
effected that day. Two fermons were preached ; the congre- 
gation was folemn; but ftill, nothing like an effufion of the 
fpirit appeared. In the evening I arofe to give an exhorta- 
tion ; but having, for feveral weeks pait, entertained pleafing 
hopes that God would vifit us on that occafion, and viewing 
our unhappy fituation—the time of difmiffion arrived, and no 
effufion of the {pirit granted; my faith and hope were almoft 
gone. Inftead of exhorting, I funk down in the pulpit. But, 
glory to God ! “ man’s extremity is his opportunity.”? “The 
fpirit was fhed forth in an extraordinary manner. A great 
number of carelefs inners were firuck tothe earth with deep 
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convictions. I cannot defcribe the feelings I then experien- 
eed, mor give you any adequate idea ef the exercifes I then 
beheld. The children of God were pleading for the falvation 
of finners, and finners were rending the very heavens with 
their cries for mercy: About twenty of thofe whe were ftruck 
to the earth never left the fpot on which they fell, until they 
obtained a fenfe of pardon, and profefled an aflured hope of an 
intereft in Chrift. I could do very little but “ ftand ftill and 
fee the falvation of God.” 

Three weeks ‘after this, we adminiftered the Sacrament at 
the Hawfields. The exercife began on Friday, and continued 
until Tuefday, night and day. About fixty gave hopeful 
evidences that they experienced a faving change at that time. 
Many of the Guilford people, hearing that the Lord had vifited 
us, came down to the Hawfields, and were made partakers of 
a large fhare of divine mercy. 

Since the laft of Auguft I have affifted at the adminiftra- 
tion of the Sacrament fourteen times. Some thoufands of 
people attended each of them. The exercifes were the fame; 
on every occafion, as at the Crofs Roads. The number of 
perfons who were hopefully brought out of darknefs and fpi- 
ritual death, by the free grace of God, were at one Sacrament 
70, at another 60, at another 40, &c. 

In January we adminiftered the Sacrament at the Crofs 
Roads,* in Randolph county. The Rev. Mefirs. M‘Corkle, 
Hall, Wilfon and Kirkpatrick, of Concord Prefbytery, and a 
number of their people, attended with us at that place. Some 
ef them returned to their homes rejoicing in the Lord Jefus, 
whefe grace they had experienced; others under deep 
convictions of their fin and mifery. By thefe means the fa- 
cred flame has f{pread, and is increafing in exery congregation 
from the Yadkin+ to the Cataba,+ with but a few exceptions. 
About 200 are added to the church in the Hawfields and 
Crofs Roads, fince the laft of Auguft. My dear friend, chrif- 
tianity will triumph. 





- * Between 30 and 40 miles diitant from the Crofs Reads in Orange 
unty. 


t From 80 to 150 miles, welt, from the Hawficide, 
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Buffalo, Guilford County, NortheCarolina, May 31, 1802. 
DEAR SIR, 


HE firft remarkable appearance of the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit, on this part of the church, was at the Crofs 
Roads and Hawfields, in Auguft and September laft. We 
attended the Sacrament at the Hawficlds. The folemnity of 
the fcene far furpaffed any thing I had ever then beheld. The 
exercife continued without intermiffion, day and night, until 
Tuefday. During that time we faw from two to three hun- 
dred lying on the ground at once, crying for mercy while able 
to {fpeak—and others rifing and declaring aloud the praifes of 
GOD, for redeeming grace and dying love. Upwards of 
thirty, who went with us from Buffalo and Allemance; pro- 
feffed to find Jefus precious to their fouls. On the next 
Sabbath, at the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, at Buftalo,* 
the folemnity furpaffed all that had preceded. This again 
was exceeded, at Allemance,* a few weeks later. Many were 
awakened ; many crying for mercy; many rejoicing in Chrift 
their Redeemer ; children of 10, 12, or 14 years old, rejoicing 
in Chrift, and exhorting in a manner far fuperior to their 
years. ‘The eye cannot behold a more affecting fcene. 

Praying focieties have been very frequent in thefe congre- 
gations, through the winter and fpring. We could attend 
one almoft every nizht, by riding a few miles. ‘Thefe meet- 
ings have been remarkably favoured with GOD’s prefence. 
Some of them have lafted three days before the people were 
able to go away. As many as fourteen have been releafed 
from diftrefs, and filled with joy and peace in believing, at 
one meeting ; at others ten, &c. Our naftor is abfent, afift- 
ing at Sacraments, more than half of his time. 

We enjoyed the happinefs of feeing faxteen members of 
Orange Prefbytery colle&ted at a Sacrament in the Hawfields, 
on the fecond Sabbath of April; all united, like a band of bro- 
thers, to promote the honor and glory of their common Lord. 
This bleffed work is prevailing, and fpreading rapidly in the 
congregations beyond the Yadkin river. But it is net uni- 
verfal amongft us. Thoufands, we fear, are ftill in the broad 
way that leads todeftrudtion. 





*® About 25 miles, weftward, from the Hawficlds, and 20, north, frore 
the Crofs Roads in Ragdolph. 
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Randolph County, North-Carolina, 1 O&ober, 1802, 


Rev. & Dear Sir, 


HE ftate of the church, for a confiderable time paft, had 
been remarkably declining here. A contempt of her 
ordinances and authority—ignoranee, ftupidity, and infidelity, 
greatly abounded. Ata time fo threatening, the King and 
Head of the Church was pleafed to extend to us thofe fhowers 
of divine graee, which for fome time paft had been refrefhing 
the weftern churches. In January laft the work firft made 
its appearance on this fide of the Yadkin. But it is not now 
confined to North-Caiolina: it has pervaded a confiderable 
part of South-Carolina and Georgia. 

As to the manner in which perfons who are the fubje&ts of 
this work are affected, I prefume it would be needlefs to in- 
form you. They have a deep fenfe of fin, and of their expo- 
fure to the wrath of God on account of it. ‘Their cry is, 
Mercy ! Mercy! 

There have been fome inftances of apoftacy among thofe 
who have been thus affected ; but they are very rare, and only 
among thofe who never appeared to have any thing more 
than conviction. 

The bulk of thofe who have been the fubjeéts of this work, 
appear to be effentially altered in their lives and converfation. 
There are feveral inftances in thefe parts, of men, who hed 
gone on, breathing out flaughter and deftruction againft the 
Church of Chrift, who have been arrefted in a moment ; 
brought to acknowledge the truth of Chriftianity ; their own 
imimediate concern in it; and thenceforward have built up the 
caufe which before they wafted. 

Our congregations are now generally refolved into praying 
focieties. Young people, who lately were accuftomed to meet 
for frolicks, Sec. now meet to confult the things that belong 
to their everlafting peace. 

But great and glorious as this work is, there are fome who 
dare to revile it. Ofthis defcription are infidel characters, 
and men of profligate lives. The feceders generally oppofe 
it; and individuals of our own communion, who have been 
efteemed fober characters, ftand aloof from it. Some afcribe 
it to oratory ; fome to enthufiafm ; and fome to the agency of 
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the Devil. May God extend his mercy to them, and teach 
them that there is a Holy Choft ! 

This work puts on various forms ; has driven oppofition 
from her various ftromg holds, and {ports with her vain philo- 
fophy. We have reafon to blefs God for the great unanimi- 

that obtains among our Prefbyterian minifters on this fub- 
ject. They fpeak with one voice, and declare it to be the 
doing of the Lord. 


[True extradts from original letters of ministers, and others 
of establifhed character. | 








[ From the New-York Miffionary Magazine} 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER 
From the Rev. ISAAC I. KEITH, D. D. to the Publifoer, 
dated, Charlestown, May 6, 1802. 
NCLOSED I fend copies we letters, the originals 
of which were received here on Monday the 3d inft. 
You will find in them a moft interefting and pleafing account 
of the {preading sevival of religion, in North-Carolina, com- 
municated by two of the moft refpeétable minifters of the 
Prefbyterian denomination. I am perfuaded that you will 
think them well worthy a place in your Magazine. ‘To the 
greater part of your readers, and the sia of Zion, gene- 
rally, the perufal of them muft be highly gratifying, as they 
exhibit a wonderful difplay of the power of divine grace ; and 
furnifh a new and rich fubje& for praife, to the God of-falva- 
tion. 

“The great and good work is drawing nearer to us in this 
city. May it be haftened in its progre{s to us, and an abun- 
dant bleffing foon be poured out upon us, and upon all the 
people of our land, and of the whole earth.” 

Y aK) a 
Iredell County, North-Carolina, March 12th, 1802. 
Rev. & Dear Sir, 

«“ YOUR favours of Dec. 5th and 15th, are both before me, 

[a fentence in the original emitted.| ‘That almoft incredible 
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whirlpool of bufinefs, in which I have been fince the laft week 
of December, has prevented an anfwer till this time, which is 
only a fhort breathing foace between two religious campaigns. 

“ Mr. Adams informs me, that you fpoke of having fome 
extracts from my laft let:er to him, inferted in the New- York 
Miffionary Magazine. Since the date of that letter, I have, 
my dear brother, {till more and better news to tel] you. 

“ After our return trom Randolph county, which was on 
the firft weck of January (ot the events of which the Ictters 
to Mr. and Mrs. A. contained a brief hiftory) the revival of 
religion feemed to fread. We then appointed 4 general meet 
ing, eight miles fouth of my houfe, to begin on Friday the 
224 ofthe fame month. This meeting was attended by eight 
Prefbyteria, one Buptift, and three Methodift clergymen, 
One hundred and four waggons, befide a number of chairs 
and other carriages, were on the ground, At an average, 
ten perfons might be reckoned to each waggon, and other 
carriage ; befides many who came on horfeback. Our feat 
was a folitary grove—remote from any houfe. A moderate 
rail fell from the time that worfhip began, with fome intervals, 
until Saturday morning, when it increcfeduntil nine o’clock , 
it then turned to fleet, fucceeded by a mixture of fnow, 
and this was followed again by rain, which continued heavy 
and very cold until four in the afternoon. ‘This was, withcut 
exception, the moft inclement day which we had experienced 
through the winter. ‘Lhe people, generally, were provided 
with tents. Thofe of my own charge prefled me to know 
what they fhould do. I told them they knewas well as I what 
fhould be done in this cafe; but though I expected that 
they would immediately break up, I ohferved to them, that I 
would be one of the laft on the ground. In this extremity, a 
popular fpeaker took his ftand at a large tent, aid begen an 
addrefs. I followed his example at a convenient diitance. 
Crouds, immediately colleted. We were fucceeded by other 


{peakers. And notwithftanding the extremity of the weather, 


the multitude continued tnere until within half an hour of 
fun-fetting ; when we requefted them to retire to their tents, 
to take fome refrefhment, promifing that we would there wait 
upon them in the night. 

“ A confiderable number had been religioufly exercifed on 
Priday evening; and the number was confiderably incrcagd 
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in the night. On Saturday the bufinefs went on rapidly.—= 
There might be feen not lefs than a dozen at a time lying in 
one teat ; fome fpeechlefs and motionlefs—-others with every 
breath crying for mercy; and fome rifing with acclamations 
of joy and praife. 

*¢ On Sabbath all was prepared for the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper. But about the time that fervice wae to 
be begun, fuch a torrent of cries burft out, that we found 
it vain to attempt the adminiftration of that ordinance, as 
the tables were in the midft of the croud, and numbers were 
exercifed during the preceding fermons. ‘The minifters then 
mingled with the multitude, who divided into parties conveni- 
ent for hearing one fpeaker; and thus we continued our ex- 
hortations tilltwilight. The people then retired to their tents, 
where we attended them again till after midnight. 

“© Monday exhibited a fcene fimilar.to what we had wit- 
neffed on the preceding days ; but that night exceeded all, as 
to the number who were affe&ted. It appeared that the minds 
of people became more and more affected, and prepared to re- 
ceive the influence of the gofpel, in proportion to the length 
of time in which our public exercifes were continued. 

“ On Tuefday morning, our provifions and forage being 
exhaufted, the aflembly was convened at eight o’clock ; and 
after prayers and fhort addrefles from three fenior minifters, it 
was difmiffed., 

“ On the fecond enfuing Friday another general meeting 
commenced, near Morgan- Town, fixty miles to the weftward. 
At this meeting fix Prefbyterian, one Baptift, and fix Metho- 
dift minifters attended. ‘This part of the country is near the 
mountains, thinly inhabited, and but little improved in religi- 
ous knowledge. Yet our gracious God vouchfafed his gracious 
prefence to us there alfo. The firft who funk down were 
three men, one nearly fixty years of age, and all of them con- 
fpicuous characters. This was on Saturday, in the interval 
of public worfhip, when no religious exercifes were going on, 
excepting that a few people were finging hymns at the tent 
where thefe men were fitting together. The number of peo- 
ple affected was confiderable, taking into view their immature 
ftate. For it may here be obferved, that in our parts of the 
country, there had appeared on the public mind a tendernefs 
and fufceptibility for many months, which I had never feea 
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before, except under revivals of religion. This, as I perceiv- 
ed, at the introdu€tion of the bufinefs, was not the ftate of 
that people. 

“ On Friday laft commenced our third general meeting, int 
the beunds of our Prefbytery, (Concord.) At this there were 
prefent fourteen Prcfbyterian, two Baptift, five Methodift, 
two Dutch Calvinift, and two Epifcopal. clergymen : and this 
was by much the moft numerous and folemn aflembly I ever 
beheld. Confiderably more than two hundred waggons, be- 
fides other carriages, were on the ground. A much greater 
proportion of perfons were affected on Friday, than I had ever 
feen before at that period of the bufinefs ; and the work in- 
creafed until two o’clock on Tuefday moning.* On Menday, 
three waggons, which were on the point of moving, were pre- 
vented by the fituation in which the perfoas who were about 
to return home in them, found themfelves at this junéture; 
while fome who were in the waggons, and others who were 
preparing to go into them, fell down, and were conftrained, 
crying for mercy. On Sabbath, about fix hundred perfons 
received the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. The tables 
were placed without the camp, and the communion was fo- 
lemn, and witheut noife, excepting the found of the voices of 
the fpeakers who adminiftered the ordinance. There were 
within the camp three places fer public preaching, and all oc 
cupied by vaftly large aflemblies. The number prefent on 
that day, I am perfuaded, could not be lefs than f&ix or feven 
thoufand. 

“itis impoffible te afcertain the number of thofe who weré 
affeéted ; but moderately {peaking, there muft have been feve- 
ralhundreds. [ have generally obferved, that the longer fuch 
aflemblies continue together, the more generally the work 
goes on; as the public mind feems to be more drawn to the 
great concerns of religion. The night alfo feems to be moré 
favourable to the work. The darknefs adds to the folemnity 
ofthefcene. Objects of fight, that, would otherwife amufe the 
mind, are excluded, The buftle of providing fuel and many 
ether things ceafes. Strollers, who attend for amufement; 


retire. ‘Ihe camp is filent, except what is heard of prayers; 


," On that day, at cleven o'clock, we feparated, after fermon had been at- 
"ended by about two thoufand perfens. 
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exhortations, the cries of the diftreffed, and fhouts of praife. 
Sinners are ftunned, mockers are filent, and thofe who do not 
wilfully refift the truth, ‘open their ears to inftruction, and 


tacir hearts to imprefhions. 
« JAMES HALL.” 


[To be continued? 


A HYMN. 


i. HAT glorious day is drawing nigh, 
When Zion’s light fhall come; 
She fhall arife, and fhine on high, 
Bright as the noon-day fun. 
2. The Eaft and Weft their fons refign, 
And all creation bend; 
The Church, the new Jerufalem, 
All glorious fhall defcend 
3. Ine King who wears the golden crown, 
And bears the Aiming bow, 
The new Jerufalem brings dewa, 
To blefs the Church below. : 
4. When Zion’s bleeding, conqu’ring King; 
Shall Sin and Death deftroy, 
The morning ftars again hall fing, 
Anda Zion fhout for joy. 
5+ Defcending in fuch melting ftrains, 
Jehovah’s name adore ; 
Such fhouts, through earth’s extended plains; 
Were never heard before. 
6. Let Satan rage and boaft no more, 
Nor think his reign is long ; 
Though we are feeble, weak and poor, 
The great Redeemer’s ftrong. 
7. In ftorms he is an hiding place, 
A covert from the wind ; 
Streams, from the rock in wildernefs, 
Run through this defart land. | 
3. The chrvftal ftreams run down from heav’ns 
. And iffue from the throne ; 
The floods of ftrife away are driv’n ; a 
The Church becomes but one. , 
g. Then peace and union we fhall know, 
And dwell on Jefus’ love, 
And fhout and fing his praife below, 
As Angels do above. 

















